
The Government Winter Covid Plan as applied to 
Village and Community Halls



All community events, activities and private hires can 
continue to take place

 Hall managers need to risk assess for covid-19 as part 
of their health and safety risk assessment

 Hirers of halls need to manage the risks whilst using 
the hall



 Let fresh air into enclosed spaces
 Avoid holding meetings in small, poorly ventilated rooms
 Windows open at the top should help avoid draughts
 If windows and doors need to be closed for warmth during 

the event open them in the interval and after the event 
finishes for 10 minutes. To save heating costs open for 
short periods of time.

 Encourage people to come warmly dressed as weather gets 
colder

 Do not prop fire doors open

Ventilation



The wearing of face coverings is no longer mandatory but 
their use should be encourage in confined spaces such as:

Corridors

Toilets

Kitchens

Use posters to remind users

Face coverings



Encourage:

 Regular hand washing or use of sanitiser

 Hirers to regularly clean frequently used surfaces

Ensure adequate supplies of cleaning materials are always 
available

Cleaning



Capacity limits have been removed and there are no social 
distancing rules in place

Some people may still feel cautious about attending events
You can help by:

Allowing them to sit by an open window
Leaving adjacent seats vacant

It is still prudent to
Avoid close contact between those not in regular contact
Have one way systems in place
Prevent congestion building in foyers and corridors

Capacity and social distancing



Appendix E 
Special Conditions of Hire during Winter 2021 (COVID-19)

This should be used alongside your usual conditions of hire 
document

It was updated in September to show that some clauses are 
now optional

Conditions of hire



Display of NHS QR codes for attendees wishing to check in 
using the NHS COVID-19 app is still encouraged

It acts as an alert if there’s an outbreak and means action can 
be taken to protect others. 

However, this is no longer a legal requirement. 

NHS QR codes



Required in the following settings:

 Crowded, unstructured indoor settings such as nightclubs and music venues.
 Large unstructured outdoor events such as business events and festivals.
 Very large structured events such as business events, music and spectator sport 

events.

Should not be used as a condition of entry where it is necessary to ensure access 
for all.

It’s unlikely to be appropriate at village and community halls, where events are less 
crowded and whose facilities and services are normally designed to be accessible 
to all.

NHS covid pass



Government guidance - Covid-19 Autumn and Winter Plan 2021
COVID-19 Response: Autumn and Winter Plan 2021 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

ACRE’s interpretation of how the government plan relates to village halls and 
community buildings
https://communityfirstyorkshire.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/Governments-Covid-19-WInter-Plan-for-VIllage-Halls-
September-2021-v2-1.pdf

Useful resources

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-autumn-and-winter-plan-2021/covid-19-response-autumn-and-winter-plan-2021
https://communityfirstyorkshire.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Governments-Covid-19-WInter-Plan-for-VIllage-Halls-September-2021-v2-1.pdf
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