
• Also, I’m inviting questions, even ones you think are stupid and I am very happy to 
do so after this.

• ALSO ALL OF THIS IS PARTICULAR TO THE PERSON AND THE BEST IDEA IS TO ASK 
THEM

• Queer identity is massive and I know I’ll be preaching to the choir here for some of 
this, but I think its easier to understand it if I break it down

• The most common acronym is LGBTQIA+, which stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Queer, Intersex, Asexual and others.

• Lots of people don’t use the term queer because it was a slur, but it is has been 
reclaimed by the community and is the term you will find academics using to 
discuss the community. I really like Queer, make a point of the older stuff, because 
otherwise it can be really difficult to explain everything. As an example of how 
complex queer identity is, I am an agender non-binary polyamorous biromantic 
demisexual.
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The ones you likely all know are lesbian (a woman who is attracted to other women), 
gay (a man who is attracted to other men), bisexual. Pansexual and bisexual discuss very 
similar thing as both refer to the attraction to multiple genders, and that tends to be 
more of a personal distinction as to which you self describe as. Often bisexual people 
will say that this attraction feels different for different genders and pansexual people 
often discuss this as feeling the same for both genders.
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• Asexual and Aromantic can go hand in hand but they often don’t. Asexual means 
you don’t experience sexual attraction, say you don’t find anyone ‘hot’ and 
aromantic means you don’t experience romantic attraction, say you wouldn’t want 
to date anyone. Demisexual is also a common term, which means you only develop 
sexual attraction to someone after a significant amount of emotional connection. 
It’s a lot more than just ‘not wanting a one night stand’. Polyamorous means that 
you can experience attraction of any kind, romantic or sexual, to multiple people at 
the same time and those relationships exist on the same level.
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Transgender people just do not match their assigned gender at birth, it does not only 
apply to ‘binary’ trans people. Some enby people will identify as trans, some don’t. Non-
binary is NOT A THIRD GENDER, there are cultures that have third genders such as Hijra 
in India, with the Jewish Talmud identifying 8 different genders, but non-binary refers to 
people who do not experience gender in the same way. Agender is a person, like myself, 
who rejects gender completely, genderfluid can be used to describe someone who may 
shift between genders that they feel comfortable with. Gender identity and gender 
expression are not the same thing. Everyone expresses gender differently, but everyone 
expresses. Not everyone has a gender. Intersex people can also describe themselves as 
trans or not
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